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TEACHING NOTES - B

FAU1LUND OAVUNLEY VLAV

Picture Stories Please topics link easily to News events — some serious e.g. (Earthquake,
Tanker), some light hearted e.g. (Honeymoon, UFO) some informative e.g. (The most
expensive hole?). All of the stories are interesting in themselves and stimulate discussion. The
activation material gives plentiful language input and opportunity for controlled practice.

The picture stories are ‘open-plan’ to encourage students to see the stories as a whole and not
just a series of boxes. and each one has a ‘missing picture’ to encourage speculation and
learner contribution.

Suggested approach

i) The material is ideal for pair or ‘small group’ work. Photocopy sides A B and C of the
chosen story.

ii) Do some context setting to introduce the subject. If you've chosen the ‘Athlete’ story
because of a current sporting event, for example, this will be very easy.

iii) Students go through the pictures in groups, working together to build up the story by
pooling their knowledge. Each group decides (and draws) their idea of the ‘missing
picture’.

iv) With the side B page, check comprehension of the given vocabulary — and compare the
students’ version of the ‘missing picture’ with the actual.

v) The ‘Questions’ section provides one opportunity to recycle the new vocabulary. ‘Tell the
story’ provides another, and can be an oral or written exercise.

vi) By now the students will be reasonably familiar with their own version of the story. Next
they can listen to the master version on the cassette (or read by the teacher) firstly in very
simple language, then told again at a good Intermediate/Advanced level. Because of the
preparation they have done they will be able to understand this much more demanding
version — and the scripts are available (side C) for further support. As the students listen
they should pick out three interesting phrases which can be incorporated into their
existing version and used in the ‘Interviews’ to come.

vii) ‘Interviews’ is a communicative exercise which transforms narrative into dialogue. Allow
a reasonable time (5-10 minutes) for students to prepare their conversations, then listen to
several of them. Encourage the students to use the ‘Brain-friendly’ tip and visualise and
dramatise their interviews.

viii) All the topics raise issues “to talk about” either as a class discussion or in groups.

ix) Listen to the cassette interviews. These either add information or throw a different light on
the story. The questions target this aspect. The text of the interviews is also given on Side C.

x) The ‘Activity’ is a freer development emerging from the topic. Most are team tasks which
will involve some brainstorming and the production of a list of ideas/a picture/an
advertisement etc. for comparison with other groups.

Of course, this procedure is only one approach to the material (students could, for example,

listen to the cassette versions first). Look through what is offered on Page B of each story and
plan your own ‘menu’.

English Experience, 235 Julian Road, Folkestone, Xent CT19 SHW



PICTURE STORIES PLEASE

EARTHQUARKRE - 1A

Two years ago the isolated city of Kanahz was struck by a devastating earthquake...
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EARTHQUAKE - 1B

PICTURE STORIES PLEASE

Vocabulary 2. Questions
1 to shake When was the earthquake?
buildings ‘ Were many people killed?
2 fires broke out Why was it difficult to get aid to Kanahzr
to be trapped What was the scandal?
ruins/rubble Are people living in Kanahz now?
3 rescuers
victums . .
i Did you guess the missing picture?
News bulletin gp e
5 aid
blankets/medicine WANAHZ 2
. e NEVER
6 dppe.dls *2) weare
fo raise money NS
7 the black market AND... SO

8 to rebuild
Tell the story in your own words.
Listen to the story text. Write down 3 useful phrases.

Interviews. Prepare a short conversation with
a) a survivor of the earthquake
b) a black market blanket salesman

To talk about
a)  What natural disasters have you read about in the last few years?
b) Have you ever raised money to help disaster victims?

Listening to the cassette interviews
a) How did the survivor attract attention?
Where is he living now?
b) Does the salesman agree that people made fortunes on the black marker?

Activity — the Radioc Appeal

In small groups prepare (and record?) a one-minute radio appeal on behalf of disaster
victims.

Decide your priorities — health, food, shelter, etc.
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BRAIN-friendly tip:
Collect pictures of Earthquakes B
Make the recording ‘studio’ as realistic as possible.
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PICTURE STORIES PLEASE

JACKPOT - 2A

After only 6 months of the ‘high life’, ex-waitress Vera Binks, winner of the £1,250,000 lottery ‘jackpot’, started
work again today — in the kitchen of her own café...
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JACKPOT - 2B

PICITURE STORIES PLEASE

Vocabulary
waitress

2. Questions
Why did life change for Vera?
How did she spend her money?
What did she do when she felt miserable?
How does Jack feel now?

e e

Press interviews
begging letters
cocktail parties
to flirt, to flatter
7 expensive hair-do’s
9 to be heartbroken
10 to feel desperate

O\ Ut

Did you guess the missing picture?

to drink heavily f%‘@
anti-depressants ﬁ@ 7
12 to redecorate /“}\ ))

to change the name

Tell the story in your own words.

Listen to the story text. Write down 3 useful phases.

Interviews
a) Ask Jack about Vera — and the difference the lottery money made.
b) Ask Vera why she is working in the restaurant — and about her plans.

To talk about
a) Is the Lottery a good thing or a bad thing?
b) What would you do if you won £500,000 tomorrow?

Listen to the cassette interviews

a) What 2 things does Jack say happened to Vera after her win?
What was the worst thing for Jack?

b) What has Vera learned?

She has two plans. What are they? - BRAIN-friendly tip:
Take yourself on an
imaginary tour of the —
Activity - the Begging Letter restaurant before — '
Work in small groups. Each group represents and after — your win.

the committee of a local organisation or club.
Plan and write a letter to Vera Binks asking for
financial support for a specific project.
Explain why your project needs money. One
group can be Vera and decide if (and to what
extent) to support each project.
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LT ACVCIURNLD ORUNIILIO LLEAVL

The Metropolitan Museum in New York has a superb addition to its priceless collection of Greek vases.
At an auction in London yesterday it bought a vase with a very interesting history...
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PICTURE STORIES PLEASE

1. Vocabulary 2 Questions
1 a potter How was the vase made?
clay N Did the merchant pay a lot for it?
a potter’s wheel . What condition was it in when the diver found it?
2 avase =
3 the grape harvest
5 a trader, a merchant Did you guess the missing picture?
6 a sailing ship, a galleon

a shipwreck
a diver, seaweed
to restore, to fit the pieces together
fragments
10 an auction, an auctioneer
to make a bid
11 on display

O 0~

3. Tell the story in your cwn words
4. Listen to the story text. Write down 3 useful phases.

5. Interviews - prepare a short conversation with
a) the merchant
b) a young visitor to the museum

6. To talk about
Rich and powerful countries have taken by force — or bought cheaply —
thousands of art treasures. These should be returned to their country
of origin.

7. Listen to the cassette interviews
a)  What did the merchant pay for the vase?
Why didn’t he save the vase?
b) Is this the best vase the young visitor has seen?

8. Activity — the Auction
You have five interesting objects to auction. They are:

BRAIN-friendly tip:
Bring in objects to

represent these  —
1) Roman helmet and sword +

2) Mexican gold dish things. Build up — ~
> R ‘ the auction room
3) Chinese jade statue atmosphere.

4) 15th century painting _

S) famous diamond necklace.

In groups, create a description and ‘history” for each. Hold an auction for each object. All
players have £1000 to spend but can combine their money to make higher bids. Four of
the objects are genuine and will double their value in one year. One of the objects is a
reproduction. The ‘auctioneer’ decides which is the reproduction — but does not tell the
bidders until after the sale! :
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Postman Joe Green spends every night in a field watting Ior another visit "Irom outer spacce..
He told us his amazing story...
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UFO - 4B

PICITURE S10URIEDS PLEASE

Vocabulary
2 an unidentfied flv.ing object
a space craft
to pﬁisate
5 flight deck
control panels
flashing lights
11 to laugh at

2. Questions
What did Joe see that evening?
Why didnt he run way?
What did the UFO do”’
Who did Joe tell about his adventure’

Did you guess the missing picture?

Tell the story in your own words

Listen to the story text.
Write down 3 useful phases.

Prepare interviews between a reporter and

a) Joe’s wife

b) Joe

To talk about

There have been <o many reports of UFO S that there must be visitors from space

Listen to the cassette interviews

a) Does Joe s wife think he s crazy?
What does she think happened?

BRAIN-friendly tip:
Have you any
mysterious ‘space —

b) Draw the space creature which Joe describes atmosphere’ music ~

Activity — the Visitor

s

to play?

Draw your own creature from outer space from simple shapes (arcles triangles squares

etc)

Do not let your partner see it! Describe 1t to your partner who must draw it

My space creature

Partner s space creature

Enghsh Experience, 25 Julian Road, Folkestone, Kent CT19 SHW
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PICTURE STORIES PLEASE

In June last year, eighteen year old Jim Thumber bought a ‘World Traveller’ ticker and set off on the
adventure of a life time...
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GLOBETROTTER - 5B

1-

PICTURE STORIES PLEASE

Vocabulary 2. Questions
2 to take off What were the best moments of the journey?
3 grape harvest What were the worst moments?
to pick grapes How many different ways did Francis travel?
4 a shark : Can you think of 10 questions his parents
5 the desert will ask him about the journey?
6 ruins / ancient temples (Then roleplay his return home!)
8 to be robbed
9 to sleep rough
10 to go sightsecing Did you guess the missing picture?
11 a blizzard
12 to be seasick

15 to fall in love

Tell the story in your own words.

Listen to the story text.
Write down 3 useful phases.

interviews. Prepare a short conversation between an interviewer and

a) an Australian lifeguard
b) Francis’s mother

To talk about

a) The more we travel, the more we understand about other countries, and the better it is

for world peace.

b) Are there some ‘good’ kinds of travel and some ‘bad kinds of travel?

¢) Where would you like to visit — and why?

Listening to the cassette interviews

a) What were conditions like?
Was the lifeguard sympathetic?

b) How often was Francis in touch with his parents?
He has told his mother a lot about the journey.
Has he told her anvthing that isn't true”

Activity — Packing!

BRAIN-friendly tip:
Make sure Francis
has some souvenir

—

‘presents’ to give to —
Vd

his parents.

You are going on a similar “World Traveller’ tour. Make a list of the 20 most important

items you will take with vou in your rucksack (in addition to passport, visas. money. and

the clothes you are wearing). Check the list of another group. Would they be able to
survive alright/carry it all? How many of their items are also on your list?

English Experience, 25 Julian Road, Foikestone, Kent CT19 SHW
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PICTURE STORIES PLEASE

TANKER - 6A

Many beaches in the Philippines are covered in oil from the damaged Liberian tanker Colossus...
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TANKER - 6B

1.

P1C1URE 510RI1ES PLEASKE

Vocabulary

2

L

oo~ W

10

12

an oil tanker

a fishing boat

to collide. a collision
the bows

to sink

sailors, crew

a life raft

an oil slick

a radio message
flares/rockets

to rescue

suffering from shock/exposure
to spray dispersant
to come ashore
pollution

marine life/wild life
Lo estimate

the cause

2. Questions
When and where was the accident?
What damage was caused to the ships?
How did the crew of the fishing boat survive?
What are the immediate effects of the collision”
What will the long term effects be?

Did you guess the missing picture?

Tell the story in your own words

Listen to the story text. Write down 3 useful phases.

Interviews. Prepare a short conversation between an interviewer and

a) one of the crew of the fishing boat

b)

a local hotel keeper

To talk about

a) Which areas of the environment are becoming more polluted?
b) Are any areas becoming less polluted?

7
Listen to the cassette interviews. p J
a) Did the tanker try to rescue the fishermen? Q - )
Are any of the fishermen injured? o Q9
b) The hotel keeper is demanding three things. What are they? // \\
R’ Lo
Activity — Save our planet!

In a small group list 10 ways in which ordinary people can help to protect the
environment. Compare your ideas.

BRAIN-friendly tip:

Use your imagination and walk down the beach. — -
What can you hear, see, smell, pick up?

-

~

English Experience, 25 Julian Road, Folkestone, Kent CT19 SHW
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PICTURE STORIES PLEASE

Tom and Judy have just returned from their honeymoon. They told us ‘It was a holiday we will never forget...’
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HONEYMOON - 7B

1.

FI1C1URE S10ORIEDS PLEASE

Vocabulary 2. Questions
1 a travel brochure Why did Tom and Judy go to Paradise Island’
a package tour/an all in holhday How did thev book the holiday?
to book a holiday Can you see ten things they took with them’
2 to get married What was the worst thing about the holiday-
4 to be under construction Do you think the hospital reatment was free-

a buit up area
a ghmpse of the sea
pollution

~] &N v

rums Did you guess the missing picture?
to ship

to overbalance
9 to inre

o

11 n plaster @
Tell the story in your own words. _‘é G e
Ao i

*([W*VNG\_-
* —— ™

Listen to the story text.
Write down 3 useful phases.

Interviews. Prepare a short conversation between an interviewer and
a) Judy
b) the Travel Agent .

To talk about

a) Have you ever had a disappointing holiday? Why~

b) On holiday things which seem termible at the tume are often very tunny afterwards
Do you agree’

: T AgETR
Listen to the cassette interviews. Eg—{'“j/
a) Judy wasnt very well during the holiday Why? @" ﬁ@

She didn t enjoy the holiday Is she critical of Tom? — 7
b) How svmpathetic 15 the travel agent

Is he crical of the tour operator or the airline? N |

/| @
Activity =
In small groups Prepare a poster for an amazing
holiday 1n a verv unusual location
Sell vour 1dea to the class
BRAIN-friendly tip: {

Have lots of bright —
colours for your -
posters. s

Enghsh Experience, 25 Julian Road, Folkestone, Kent C119 5HW




PICTURE STORIES PLEASE

ROCK GROUP - 8A

Mike Nasal, former lead guitarists with ‘Volcano’, has just made No. 1 in the charts with his new solo disc.
Here we look at Mike’s career — and the amazing rise and break-up of ‘Volcano’...

Q ‘ L) 1) /\Oaﬁx
Corcpno e 2 O LCANQD WoRWD TOUR . tate. . . v 7 " Buewos aries
‘ MIKE  RELLg O /«j;//”.d/JuJ, L kb/% \\\HWM«\ e

e (N 2 / ety = Tos. Take : X .
Bl GG S S e D e

~ o) '~ - . i e \mw 4 4 ~ oNDON
O , AT S s

G = & P, -
espRf N%amwmmﬁﬁ g4 © ® T

\NNP\\A ﬁmﬂmnxﬂ\

S o ma



ROCKGROUP - 8B

1.

PICTURE STORIES PLEASE

Vocabulary 2. Questions
1 on stage How successful were Volcano?
fans What instruments did the group play?
to scream Why did they split up?
2 smash hit - What happened to Jake?
platinum CD Are Dessi, Belle and Mike still recording?
S a ot
hysteria

to be mobbed
6 10 be exhausted
7 to take pep pills/anti depressants/drugs
8 to have an argument/quarrel
10 to drown
11 to get away [rom it all g

jf}@?@’
remote VSV LAY

12 to idolise

Did you guess the missing picture?

Tell the story in your own words

Listen to the story text. Write down 3 useful phases.

interviews. Prepare a short conversation between an interviewer and
a) Mike
b) a security guard outside Dessi and Bell’s new home

To talk about;
Think of the ten ‘biggest’ popstars / groups ( from Elvis Presley and the Beatles to the
present day) How many have had personal problems caused by their life style?

Listening to the cassette interviews

a) Does Mike have a good relationship with other

members of the group?
In what way has his music changed?
b) Do Dessi and Belle have many visitors?

BRAIN-friendly tip:

Have you got - ]
some music and -~
pictures to give 4

the atmosphere of the world

Does the interviewer get many good photos?

of Pop music?

Activity — “Top 10 hits’

In groups of 3 or 4. Each group is a Recording Company which is going to release a CD of
all-time-great hits. This CD is for world wide sale to the biggest possible range of fans. It
must not contain more than ONE track released THIS vear. It must contain at least THREE
tracks released in the period 1960-1990. Decide a) the name of your Recording Company
b) your TEN tracks with the names of the recording artists. Present your Top 10 choice to
the other groups. Is it possible to agree a best selection?

Have you heard the great English teaching cassette by Tom Reid?
ISBN 1898295 51 4 distributed by ENGLISH EXPERIENCE

English Experience, 25 Julian Road, Folkestone, Kent CT'19 SHW
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